W._W. ‘Bill Marsh, PR figure, dies at 81

8 Clients served during 3 career
spanning four decades include
major groups in the Northwest
and a slint in academia
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Alter warkmy in sales promation
aned publie rekations a1 Wostern Alr-
lines ™ in -1 mg Beach, Califl,. and
Staw Atemfacturing in Port-

tand, he foundéd the W.W. Marsh
and Associates public relations firm
in 1954, His clients “included Pan
American Airways in Oregon and
Southern Washington {nr 28 years.,

He conducted publie relations for
the 1958 ballot measure to establish
the Portland Development Comimisi-
son and for the following 15 years
wis the commission’s counsel for
the South Auditorium Urhan Re-
newal Site. In 1958-59 he was public
relations  director of the Oregon
Centennial Commission.

Itis firm represented .Kah-Nee-Ta

vesort and all tribal enterprises of

the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation for 20
yetrs beginning in 1964,

He merged with Jay Rockey Pub-
lic’ Relations of Seattle in 1970, form-
ing Rockey/Marsh Public Relations.
Clients included the Sheraton: Hotel,
Washingion Square and the Pacific

Rim Trade
Assoclation.
it” became
The Rockey
Co. in 1986.
Marsh was
a charter
member of
the Colum-

bia River 3
Chapter of Foo=m
the Public VARSH

Relations So-
ciety of Amnetica; [n 1986 the chapter
instituted: . “William.. W. Marsh
Avrard. In presentingthe: first 1o
Marsh, EGEy-Z: Martin, of Lucy
Martin. & “Associates, called him
“the dean of public relations in.Ove-
gon. He sét the standard for profes-
sionalism?’
Marsh was born Jan. 17, 1915 in
Hooper:Neb., and graduated in 1937

-an undergraduate he helped ra

from-the University of Nebraska.

Tunds for a student unjon buitd
and became its lirst managing dires
tor two years afler graduation.

On Nov. 1, 1942, he marriel
Hitcheock, his wife of 53
“4n actress i vies, television
Portiand ‘theater. He was in
Navy in the Pacific during Woric
War [I and was a gunnery officer un
the USS West Virginia, a battleship.

A celebration of his life will at !
pa. Wednesday, March 6, at Fin
ley's Sunset Hills Mortuary.

Survivors include his wife: daugh-
ters, Susan of Menlo Park, Ca
and ‘Trisha Davidson of Beaver
creek; and two grandsons.

The family asks' that remem
brances be to the Boy Scouts of
America, Cascade Pacific Council.
or The Nature Conservancy.




