Keen political insight marks Ron Schmidt’s career

M Friends and
colieagues say
his innovative
handling of
public policy, as
well as a sharg
awareness of
sociat issues,
will be misset
by Gregonians

By WAYNE THOMPSON

of The Oregonian staff

Ron Schmidt, who died of esophageal cancer in
his Lake Oswego home late Saturday, had a var-
jed public relations career in California and Ore-
gon — an idea man with keen political insight
and influence.

He has leit, colleagues say, an indelible mark
on public policy and community affairs in Ogegon
during the past 25 years,

A native of Turlock, Calif., Schmidt was the
adopted son of Reinhold and Gertrude Schmidt.
He was born in April 1936. .

He received a degree in public relations from
San Jose State University in 1958,

Schmidt began his career in 1959 for William
Dawkins & Associates of Medford and Portland
Lefare moving to San Francisco in 1960. There, he

worked as a corporate public relations counsel™

forGarfield; Hoffman & Conner-Inc-before mov-
ing on in 1961 to San Franciscw's largest public re-
lations firm, Public Relations Counselors Inc.

In 1983, Schmidt went to work as marketing di-
rector for the Lloyd Center in Portland and devel-

oped a reputation for imaginative promotions,
winning the Public Relations Society of Ameri-
ca’s distinguished award of excellence. It also was
at Lloyd Center that Schmidt gained the attention
and friendship of Tom McCall, soon-to-be gover-
nor.

For all eight years of McCall’s adminisiration,
from 1967 to 1975, Schmidt served in key manage-
ment positions — beginning as administrative as-
gistant to the governor for press and public rela-
tions and finishing as MeCall's executive
assistant. He was regarded by many political ob-
servers at that time as McCall's idea man — the
ihnovative force behind many of the governor's
projects and programs.

This kept Schmidt in active contact with busi-
ness, civie and political leaders throughout the
state. He maintained those relationshipe through-
out his career — a factor that helped him build

“the Northwest's largest public relaiions firm at

the—Schmidt/Westerdahl Group Ltd., formerly
known as Pihas, Schmidt and Westerdahl.
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The late Gov. Tom McCall towers over his then-press aide
Ron Schmidt as they confer during the first day of the Ore-
gon Laglalature's 55th sesslon. Schmldt went on to be-
come McCall's executive assistant and ths “ldea man"
during his administration.



Schmidt: Publicist known for many unusual and attention-getting promotions

@ Continued from Page B1

Schmidt subsequently becaime
well-known in Oregon's public rela-
fions community for his highty sty-
lized gromotions projccts

Tn 1983, for example, when the
1515 Duilding opened, Schmidt
booked jazz legends Couind Basie and
THa Fitzgerald for the occasion

A devotee of jazz wmusic
also promoted concerts
jazz musicians George Sheaving and
Oscar Petersoin both pianists, gui-
tarist Joe Pass and singer Cleo
Laine, As a college studend, he on
persuaded irumpeter Louis “Satch-
mo™ Armstrong to play @ gig at his
fratevnity house at 8an Jose State

In 1985, to aceentuate the start up
of Qregen's new lottery, a much cov-
eted multimillion-doliar  account
that Sehimidt's firm won in compet-
itive bidding. Schinidt gave Port-
Janders the giggles by placing a mul-
tistory, rubberized King Kong on the
gide of the Portland Building to pro:
mote lottery ticket sales

At the time of his death. Schmidt
was a member of the Portland City
Glub, the Public Rekations Society of

Sctimidt
invalving

Americp, the University Club, Ore-
gon NMewspaper Publishers Assoeia
tion and the Poriland Chamber ol
Coummree.

He way a pagl president of the
Gurde Dogs Tor the Blimd, the Press
Club of Oregon, and Oregon Shake:
spevean Festival  Associntion, He
niso served on the executive come
mibttee of the Glean Jackson Seholar
Program. I 1970, he wis appointed
by Prosident Nizon (o the Presi
Aedit’s Comnmisston on the Arts and
sorved s a director of the John F.
Keonedy Center for the Performing
Arts, Washington, DG,

v known few people who hard
e impact on hig state and friends
s e did.” sadd Gevry Frank, former
chief of staff for Sen. Mack Hatfleld,
RO d

the smane tolday who oneompasses
all the atiribates thing Ron had ™

Sehyiidt  reeently  received  the
ol Aulrey R. Watzek Award
given by Lewis and Clirk College
trastees-to “those who are ploneers
i thieir Gell and whaose elforts have
made Qregon @ better place” In a
Iettor informing Sehuidt of his hon-
or, Lewi= and Clark College resi.
dent Michael Mooney said the Wt
zek award  could have  been
“esipned for voul personally.”

Last womth, the Roed CoHege
Foard of Trustees honored Sehndt
for lite dovated servies to the college
sinee 7 by establishing o leeture
fund in his name to bring to Port-
land the nation’s foremust public
policy thinkers ani practitioners.

in announcing the lecture fund,

“He was o positive ¢
buitder .. was able to bring diver-
poent ens together. He hak the un-
wsnal ability to sense (hesmood of
the publie on issues, people and pro-
jeets that he was involved in, - -

“He didn’t seek the lmelight, Ron .

wak the nspiration behind things in
e stute that people didn’ know he
wis behind, © don’t see anyone on

Reed President Stoven Koblik sabd,
“Ron's lfelong conmitment fo fight
bigotey and lgnorance, amd lo pro:
mote thee highest vadues i human
affaies is conststent.with Reed's fun:

- (idl\'lt’.l]tﬂl mission.

Ry focusing attention on u‘ilm.'ll
socinl and political issues and proc.
esses, the Hon Schimidt Fund will en-
able the college to enhance public di-

alogue on entical public issues,”
Koblik sad.

1n 1990, Scthinid! received the pres:
tigious Torch of Liberty Award from
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nat

. Writh for bis-efforts-dn-advaneing-

the enuse of hwman mights, He
gerved, until his iness worsened, as
a volunteer consultant to the Cam-
paign for a Hate-Free Oregon
sgainst Ballot Measure 9,

“Ron Sehmidt's impact on Oregon
is unquestionable," said Gov. Barba:
rn Rolerts. “'He rutsud Our aware:

il ment
llf.' l:r.lmm‘ntlecl his emim life 1o help-
ing Oregop become the bust it could
be. e was truly a remarkable hue
man being."

Roberts deseribed Schmidt's en.
thusinsm for ideas and projects as
Iis muost special quality. This enthu:

- siasm, she. sald, caused people Lo

take action, “He was like a light, It
wits nol so much what he did as
what he made others do. He caused
others o feel what ho felt.”

His strong oppdsition-to Measure
9, Roberts sald,” was a poignant last
example of his commitment-to mov-
ing this atate in a direction that he

Ahaught was right.

In 1569, he was named the out
standing alumnus of the San Jose
State University's School of Journa-
lism and Mass Communicitions.

Last month, the Portland Metro

“Chapter of the Public Relanons Se-

ciety of America created the Ren
Schmidt Foundation for Public Rela:
tions to provide annual membership
granis to recent college graduates
entering the public retations field

In 168, thewGov,  Neil Gold
sehmidt presentad Schmide with the
Gold Sehimidty Award, with the ne
tation, “simply for excellence,” It
recognized Schmidt's contributions
to public affairs and his advocacy of
openness in government,

In 1590, the city of Lake Oswego
hanored Schmidt with an award for
his contributions to the arts.

He also received the Public Rela:
tions Society of America William B,
Marsh award for “lifetime achicve.
ment as an outstanding leader in the
field of public relations.”

“IU'sa tremendous personal loss
anil 4 tremendous loss for Oregon.
He played such a-dominant role in
shaping the state and helping move

the state forward in a progressive
manner,” sail Mark Nelson, a Sa
tem Iobbyyst and pollster.

“There is no one o replace him
He was sich a driving foree lo keep
this state s tr-eml ina divection that
manes sense,” said  Nolson, who
worked with Schmidt fn both the
public and private sectors for the
past 20 years,

"I think Jie will be rememberesd
for his kindiess, He jiave (o others
amd supported people who never
Knew they were getling helip. He al-
ways had time lo give ™

Selimidt is survived by his wife,
Edle, of Lake Oswego.

His family requests that remems
brances Le conlributions to Provi- -
dence Medical Foundation’s Ron
Schmadt Endowment Fond, which,
among other things, will provide.
support for ‘the hospital's hospiee.
care program, which cared for him
in his final days.

AL his request there will be no fu-
neral or memarial service. Tisposi
tion will be by cremation
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